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Online professional learning for school library 
staff based on research into the use of 
Wikipedia for lateral reading.

Digital Literacy: Teaching Students 
to Fact-Check

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


Our classroom resources: 
Curriculum alignment 

Year Six English (literacy strand):

● Compare texts including media texts that represent ideas and events in different ways, explaining the effects of the 
different approaches. (ACELY1708)

● Participate in and contribute to discussions, clarifying and interrogating ideas, developing and supporting arguments, 
sharing and evaluating information, experiences and opinions. (ACELY1709)

Year Seven English (literacy strand):
● Analyse and explain the effect of technological innovations on texts, particularly media texts (ACELY1765).

Year Seven Media Arts:
● Analyse how technical and symbolic elements are used in media artworks to create representations influenced by story, 

genre, values and points of view of particular audiences (ACAMAR071).

Year Eight Civics and Citizenship (skills):
● Critically analyse information and ideas from a range of sources in relation to civics and citizenship topics and 

issues (ACHCS070).

GENERAL CAPABILITIES:
➔ Critical and creative thinking
➔ Literacy
➔ Personal and Social Capability
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A lesson resource overview:
Foundations

Advanced

Still to be 
implemented
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Lesson One:
Learning Intention:

I know what a reliable source of 
authority is.

This lesson sequence takes students 
through working out how to 
determine what is true and what is 
not.

It discusses how to determine 
trustworthy sources.
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Lesson Two:
Learning Intention:

I know when Wikipedia articles are 
reliable.

This lesson sequence takes students 
through the reasons why Wikipedia 
is a good fact-checking source, and 
how they can distinguish between a 
very reliable WP page and one that 
is less reliable.
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Lesson Three:
Learning Intention:

I know when I should check if a 
claim or person is reliable.

This lesson introduces the concept 
of lateral reading. It uses the 
metaphor of a sandwich found on 
the street to discuss what kind of 
new information students should 
question.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


Thank you for coming today!

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch: 
Mathieu.O’Neil@canberra.edu.au
Rachel.Cunneen@canberra.edu.au
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The University of Canberra acknowledges the Ngunnawal people, traditional custodians of the lands where Bruce Campus is 
situated. We wish to acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of Canberra 

and the region. We also acknowledge all other First Nations Peoples on whose lands we gather.
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